EMLEY 

URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


REPORT 


of  Medical  Officer  for  Year  ending 
December  31st,  1913. 


Printed  at  “Express”  Office,  Wakefield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Lmtey. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Herewith  I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1913. 
Population  (Census,  1911)  ...  ...  ...  1,622 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  375 

Area  in  Acres  3,556 

Vital  Statistics. 

BIRTHS. — 39  were  registered,  of  which  2 were  illegitimate.  This  gives  a 
birth-rate  of  23.78,  which  is  somewhat  low  for  the  district,  though  almost  the 
same  as  that  for  England  and  Wales,  viz.,  23.9,  and  greater  than  that  for  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  less  the  241  towns,  viz.,  22.3.  16  were  males  and  23  females, 

the  preponderance  of  the  latter  thus  tending  to  equalise  that  of  the  males  in  1912. 

6 infants  died,  which  gives  a mortality  rate  per  1,000  births  of  153.8. 

DEATHS. — Of  the  6 deaths  under  1 year  of  age,  3 occurred  under  7 days; 
the  others  wTere  due  principally  to  respiratory  diseases. 

The  nett  death-rate  was  13.41,  about  an  average  rate — a little  less  than  for 
England  and  Wales,  viz.,  13.7,  and  a little  more  than  for  England  and  Wales, 
less  the  towns,  viz.,  13.1. 

The  age  at  death  was  over  70  years  in  6 cases,  and  over  80  in  3 cases. 

10  deaths  were  connected  with  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

The  sex  occurrence  of  death  was  8 females  and  14  males. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  were  a considerable  number  of 
cases  of  measles,  principally  amongst  the  youngest  children.  “ Colds,”  too,  were 
prevalent.  About  the  middle  of  February  the  attendance  at  the  Infants’  School 
dropped  from  75  to  42,  and  many  of  those  present  were  suffering  from  colds.  This 
school  was,  therefore,  closed  for  a little  time.  The  Medical  Officer  visited  the 
school,  and  ascertained  the  conditions  prior  to  this  course  being  adopted. 

SCARLET  FEVER. — This  district,  in  common  with  many  others  in  the 
West  Riding,  has  had  a considerable  number  of  cases  during  1913.  For 
several  years  the  district  has  been  free  from  any  considerable  attack  of  this  dis- 
ease. There  is,  therefore,  a large  proportion  of  the  population  susceptible  of 
infection.  The  disease  has  been  prevalent  in  many  parts  of  the  county,  so  to  the 
internal  difficulties  in  the  district  has  been  added  that  caused  by  introduction 
from  outside.  This  appeared  to  have  occurred  in  several  cases  in  which  there 
was  a history  of  intercourse  with  known  infected  families  in  other  districts. 

in  all  30  cases  were  notified;  for  each  month,  as  follows  : — 

Jan.  1,  Feb.  1,  March  4,  April  3,  MayO,  June  1,  July  9,  August  5,  Sept.  3, 
Oct.  1,  Nov.  0,  Dec.  2. 

During  July,  the  month  of  greatest  incidence,  there  was  a high  attack-rate 
in  the  Wakefield  areas.  Of  the  30  cases,  6 occurred  in  one  family,  and  2 in  an- 
other, leaving  22  single  cases  in  separate  households.  13  were  removed  to  hos- 
pital. With  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  in  an  isolated  farm  house,  all  cases 
were  removed  where  there  were  other  children  in  the  house. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  II.  almost  all  the  cases  were  of  school  age. 
The  schools  were  visited  in  March,  and  subsequently  to  get  information  as  to 
absentees  which  might  expose  undetected  or  concealed  cases,  but  no  cases  were  de- 
tected through  this  channel. 

Some  cases,  however,  came  under  professional  notice,  only  when  peeling 
had  commenced.  The  help  of  the  Headmaster  was  solicited  early  in  the  year  in 
the  matter  of  making  enquiries  for  the  purpose  of  exclusion  if  necessary. 

It  was  considered  advisable  in  July  to  close  the  British  School  a week 
before  the  summer  holiday.  Milk  was  obtained  by  the  24  separate  households 
from  a dozen  sources,  several  of  which  were  merely  private  supplies. 

Single  cases  occurred  in  two  farm  houses  from  which  milk  is  sold.  These 
supplies  were  regulated,  and  no  cases  were  traced  to  their  customers. 

14  of  the  30  cases  occurred  in  the  Emley  Moor  district,  and  12  of  these 
were  notified  from  the  Springfield  neighbourhood,  in  which  one  of  the  earliest 
cases  arose.  This  was  removed,  and  there  was  evidence  that  the  next  cases 
there  were  an  imported  infection.  Apart  from  this  neighbourhood  the  localities 
of  the  cases  were  widely  separated  as  considered  in  chronological  order.  The 
difficulty  throughout  has  been  inherent  in  the  type  of  the  affection,  which  gener- 
ally was  mild,  but  the  minds  of  parents  ought  to  be  thoroughly  rid  of  the  idea 
that  a child  has  to  be  profoundly  ill  with  marked  symptoms  before  they  will  ac- 
cept a diagnosis  of  scarlet  fever.  When  cases  are  occurring  in  the  district  a duty 


lies  on  parents  and  guardians  to  maintain  a specially  careful  observation  of  the 
children,  to  keep  their  children  from  school  and  all  public  places  it  they  do  not 
appear  well,  to  obtain  professional  advice  when  there  are  suck  symptoms  as  fever- 
isnness,  headache,  vomiting,  and  sore  throat,  with  or  without  a rash,  and,  in 
the  event  of  such  a case  of  illness  arising,  to  keep  other  children  at  home  till  an 
opinion  is  obtained.  An  apparently  mild  case,  so  mild  as  to  be  difficult  of 
diagnosis,  may  nevertheless  be  followed  by  serious  damage  to  a child’s  constitu- 
tion, and  is  quite  potent  as  a source  of  infection  and  danger  to  the  health  of 
others. 

One  case  of  Diphtheria  arose,  and  was  removed  to  hospital. 

There  were  no  fatalities  amongst  the  above-mentioned  infectious  cases. 

A case  of  cervical  adenitis  was  notified  from  school  as  Tuberculosis  : this 
was  a moderately  acute  suppurative  condition,  which  healed  quickly.  The  house 
had  been  previously  inspected,  and  had  had  its  ventilation  and  lighting  improved. 
The  usual  enquiries  as  to  family  health  history  were  made,  and  advice  given  as 
regards  arrangement  of  the  sleeping  accommodation  and  ventilation. 

In  December  the  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  was  overtaxed,  and 
one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  delayed  in  admission  for  a day,  and  another, 
towards  the  end  of  the  month,  could  not  obtain  admission. 

Housing. 

A summary  of  Housing  work  during  1913  will  be  found  on  Table  C. 

Private  enterprise  has,  for  the  present,  relieved  the  Council  of  the  neces- 
sity to  undertake  the  erection  of  workmen’s  dwellings.  During  1913,  10  such 
dwellings  were  erected  and  occupied. 

Twelve  (12)  more  are  in  course  of  erection,  and  plans  are  passed  for  a fur- 
ther two  (2) . 

These  dwellings  are  erected  subject  to  conformance  with  the  bye-laws  and 
to  approval  of  previously  submitted  plans. 

Apart  from  sanitary  defects  dealt  with  in  the  course  of  nuisance  inspec- 
tions, 4 cottages  were  dealt  with  under  the  Inspection  of  District  Regulations. 
Two  of  these  were  inspected  and  reported  on  by  the  Medical  Officer,  and  subse- 
quently underwent  structural  repair  inside  and  out,  with  improvement  of  light- 
ing, ventilation,  sleeping  accommodation  and  drainage.  In  the  other  cases  defec- 
tive drainage  had  to  be  remedied.  All  were  of  old  tenancy  and  in  the  village. 

Legal  proceedings  were  successfully  instituted  in  respect  of  deficient  sink- 
waste  and  drain  arrangements  at  a farm  house. 

WATER  SUPPLY  was  carried  to  two  farms  and  a cottage  at  Thorncliffe. 
The  supply  is  at  times  deficient  to  the  high  level  on  Emley  Moor. 

SEWERS. — Three  cottages  at  Springfield,  three  in  Stringer  Lane,  and 
two  at  the  bottom  of  Church  Street  were  connected  up  with  the  sewers.  The 
Sanitary  Inspector  reports  again  that  sink  waste  water  has  at  times  to  be 
passed  direct  to  the  stream  at  Scott’s  Croft,  owing  to  insufficiency  of  area  of 
the  beds  there.  A special  return  was  recently  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  with  regard  to  closet  accommodation  and  scavenging.  More  frequent  re- 
moval of  nightsoil  and  refuse  was  carried  out  in  1913,  and  in  this  district,  where 
the  privy  system  is  almost  universal,  it  is  essential  that  such  removal  should  be 
frequent  and  regular,  and  very  strictly  supervised,  and  that  the  attention  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  should  be  called  to  any  slackness  in  the  matter. 

COWSHEDS. — The  condition  of  these  is  good  structurally,  and,  gener- 
ally, the  care  of  them  is  satisfactory.  As  tubercular  conditions  in  young  children 
have  arisen  from  time  to  time,  the  Medical  Officer  considers  that  it  would  be  ad- 
visable for  the  dairy  animals  to  be  tested  and  their  condition  reported  upon. 
Routine  veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows  will  in  all  probability  be  a normal 
part  of  the  Public  Health  machinery  in  the  near  future.  Whilst  vast  schemes  are 
on  foot  to  deal  with  the  end  results  of  tuberculous  disease  propagation,  it  would 
be  illogical  to  forget  how  the  seed  may  be  carried  to  the  homes  in  milk,  and  how  it 
may  flourish  there,  given  damp,  dark,  and  stuffy  abodes. 

The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901,  has  no  further  application  than 
formerlv,  viz.,  to  one  dressmaking  establishment  in  a private  house. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  dis- 
trict. 

As  regards  the  general  conditions,  one  mav  remark  in  conclusion  that  there 
is  definite  nrooress  from  vear  to  year  towards  the  achievement  of  healthier  con- 
ditions of  life  for  the  people  of  the  parish  of  Emlev. 

WILLIAM  BELL,  M.D., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1908 
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48 

48 

32-8 

20 

13  C7 

5 

104-1 

20 

13-67 

1909 

1465 

50 

50 

34'12 

23 

15-7 

3 

60 

23 

15-7 

1910 
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43 

43 

29-2 

17 

11  56 

2 

2 

8 

69-7 

17 

11-56 

1911 
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39 

39 

24  04 

19 

11-71 

3 

4 

7 

179-5 

20 

12-33 

1912 

1630 

34 

34 

20-8 

12 

7 36 

4 

0 

0 

16 

9-8 

1913 

1640 

39 

39 

23-78 

19 

11-58 

3 

6 

153.8 

22 

13-41 

TABLE  II. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED. 

TOTAL 

CASES 

Removed 

to 

Hospital. 

At  all  Ages 

Under  1. 

At 

1 and  under 
5 years. 

Ages — Tea 

5 and  under 
15  years. 

*S. 

15  & under 
25  years. 

25  & under 
45  years. 

Diphtheria  including  Membranous  croup)  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

30 

3 

26 

1 

13 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

34 

1 

3 

27 

2 

1 

14 

TABLE 


III. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

ALL  AGES. 

Under  1 Year. 

1 and  under 
2 years. 

15  & under 
25  years. 

25  & under  45  & under 
45  years.  > 65  years. 

65  and 
upwards. 

All  Causes  Certified  ... 

... 

Influenza 

1 

1 

Other  Tuberculous  diseases  ... 

1 

1 

. . • 

Cancer,  malignant  disease  ... 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

8 

2 

1 

5 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

3 

2 

1 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 
Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth  ... 

3 

3 

... 

... 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Totals 

22 

6 

1 

2 

3 

3 

7 

TABLE  IV.  Infant  Mortality. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  ages 
under  1 Year  of  Age. 

Under 

1 week 

Under 

1 month 

3-6 

Mouth 

6-9 

Month 

9-12 

Month 

Total 

All  Causes  Certified  ... 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus  ... 

2 

o 

All  Causes 

3 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6 

Nett  Births  in  the  year : — Legitimate  37  ; illegitimate  2. 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  the  year  of: — Legitimate  infants  6 ; illegitimate  infants  0. 


TABLE  C.  1913. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

During  the  past  year  Thorncliffe  was  supplied  with  water,  and  an  insufficiency 
was  registered  at  times  on  Emley  Moor.  The  wells  failed  at  Kirkby  Grange  Farm, 
but  the  quality  of  the  water  was  highly  satisfactory  throughout  the  district. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  drainage  in  Springfield,  Stringer  Lane,  and  Church  Street  was  connected, 
and  the  defective  sewer  in  Church  Street  was  properly  repaired.  There  were  no 
complaints  as  to  bad  smells.  The  number  of  sink-wastes  disconnected  during  1913 
was  5;  trapped,  5.  There  are  now  no  sink- wastes  reported  needing  disconnection;  and 
none  untrapped. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  privies  re-constructed  during  1913  were  4;  additional  closets,  2; 
newly-constructed  closets,  10. 

SCAVENGING. 

The  refuse  is  not  treated  by  a destructor,  but  tipped  by  farmers,  the  total 
annual  cost  being  ,£15  and  ^45  (closet).  Scavenging  is  more  frequent. 

NUISANCE  INSPECTIONS. 

Inspections  made  during  1913  numbered  7;  statutory  notices  served,  7; 
complied  with,  6;  nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1912,  6;  at  close  of  1913,  4;  reported 
during  1913,  7;  abated  during  1913,  9;  summonses  or  other  legal  proceedings,  1,  re 
drains  at  farm. 


SCHOOLS. 

There  are  two  Elementary  Schools  in  the  district.  As  to  number  of  visits  to 
Schools  and  action  taken,  see  report. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  analysis  under  Food  & Drugs 
Act,  o;  number  of  samples  taken  by  Officers  of  S.A.  for  bacteriological  examination,  o; 
veterinary  inspection  of  dairy  cows,  o;  number  of  animals  notified  by  Police  under 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  o;  disease  attributed  to  milk  in  1913,  o;  number  of  cowkeepers 
in  district,  52;  number  registered,  15;  number  of  milk-sellers  who  are  also  cowkeepers, 
15;  purveyors  only,  o;  total  number  registered,  15.  Total  number  of  cowsheds,  61;  in- 
spections in  1913,  23;  general  condition,  good.  Approximate  number  of  milch  cows 
in  district,  170;  insufficiency  in  milk  supply,  o;  legal  proceedings  under  D.C.M.  Orders, 
o;  inspection  or  other  action  by  districts  to  which  milk  is  sent,  o. 

OTHER  FOODS. 

Number  of  samples  (other  than  milk)  taken  by  Officer  of  S.A.  for  examination 
under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  o;  seizures  of  unsound  food,  o;  number  of  slaughter- 
houses, 2;  number  registered,  2;  kind  and  condition,  good;  number  of  prosecutions  (a) 
Food  and  Drugs,  o;  ( b ) unsound  food,  o;  (c)  re  slaughter-houses,  o. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  were  no  smoke  nuisances. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

There  were  no  new  Acts  adopted  during  1913. 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Scarlet  Fever  has  been  specially  prevalent  during  last  year,  and  school  in- 
spection, exclusion,  and  closure  have  been  resorted  to  in  consequence,  and  enquiries 
made  in  milk  and  contacts.  As  to  hospital  accommodation,  see  report.  There  has 
been  no  arrrangement  for  the  supply  of  antitoxin,  and  no  diseases  specially  added  to 
the  notifiable  list,  nor  influences  threatening  the  health  of  the  district. 


SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION  RE  HOUSING. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Inspection  of  patient’s  home  and  workshop,  examination  for  contacts,  disin- 
fection, and  sputum  have  been  carefully  investigated,  but  no  shelters  have  been 
erected  as  yet. 


BACTERIOLOGY. 

The  County  Laboratory  has  been  utilized. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907,  and  Health  Visitor  are  included  in  the 
County  Scheme  Pneumonia  was  the  cause  of  infant  mortality  in  1913. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

The  births  registered  during  1913  were — Males,  16;  females,  23;  total,  39. 
Illegitimates  included  in  foregoing  statistics,  2;  number  of  still-births  (not  included),  o. 
Deaths  (total  actually  registered  in  the  district  without  any  correction),  19;  nett 
deaths  on  which  the  rates  are  calculated — Males,  14;  females,  8;  total,  22.  There  were 
no  uncertified  deaths. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

There  is  no  mortuary  accommodation  for  accidents,  or  infectious  cases  other 
than  at  hospital.  The  burial  ground  is  still  intact,  and  there  has  been  no  need  for  exten- 
sion. There  are  no  maggot-breeding  establishments  in  this  district. 

SANITARY  STAFF. 

The  present  annual  salary  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  £12.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  is  Mr.  Sidney  Gill,  whose  chief  appointment  is  that  of  Road  Surveyor.  He 
has  no  assistants,  and,  unless  he  is  set  free  periodically,  the  work  of  inspection  can- 
not be  properly  maintained. 


SUMMARY  OF  HOUSING  WORK  DURING  1913'. 

Houses  with  minor  defects  (Public  Health  Acts),  6;  houses  inspected  under 
the  Act  and  Regulations  in  1913,  9;  houses  found  satisfactory  on  inspection,  5;  houses 
found  with  defects,  4;  houses  made  fit  after  preliminary  notice,  4;  houses  found  to  be 
totally  unfit  for  habitation,  o;  appeals  against  notices  under  Section  15,  o;  houses  not 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  (Section  15),  o;  houses  totally  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation (Section  17),  o. 

The  Officer  designated  to  make  inspections  under  Article  II.  of  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910,  is  Mr.  Pleasant,  Emley,  Sanitary  Inspector. 

There  were  no  regulations  made  in  respect  of  underground  sleeping  rooms  un- 
der Section  17  (7). 


Other  Action  in  Regard  to  Housing. 

There  is  no  scarcity  of  houses,  and  no  overcrowding  of  persons  in  houses 
and  no  cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  during  1913.  The  building  trade  has  been 
steady,  10  working-class  dwellings  being  built  during  1913,  and  none  by  the  Sanitary 
Authority,  neither  is  there  any  contemplated  action  for  erecting  houses  by  this  body. 
Town  Planning. 

No  scheme  has  been  prepared  during  1913,  and  no  scheme  is  contemplated. 


March  1st,  1914.  WILLIAM  BELL, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


